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  March 2023 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, 

with Pastor Joe  administering 

“Drive Through Ashes” for 32 people 

Pastor Joe’s 

An Intentional Lent 2023 Booklet 

with daily scriptures and reflections  

is available by clicking on the link below: 

An Intentional Lent 2023 Booklet 

During Lent, as Pastor Joe talked about  during     

Children’s Time, the children will be collecting    

money to support Heifer International.  The children  

made boxes to collect money from the congregation 

for the animals they selected.  They  selected honey 

bees, chicks, ducks, pigs, goats, and alpacas, just to 

name a few. 

https://bit.ly/FPC2023Lent
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Clerk’s 

Corner 

February 18, 2023 Session Recap 

This Session meeting followed the combined Deacon/
Elder Leadership Development meeting.  
Pastor Joe Hinds opened our meeting with prayer. 
The Clerk reported a quorum was present.  
The 2023 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn 
McMillan was noted:  
Total income YTD for 2023 was $35,283.07; total ex-
penses $22,939.31; net $12,343.76. 
Session approved: 
• the PCUSA report which was submitted on time.  

Our membership roll total is now 89. 
• next session meeting to be held on March 19, 

2023. 
Committee Reports: 
CLS: Souper Bowl donations for FISH received during 
the Sunday Funday totaled $446.  
The new Heifer International fundraiser will kick off 
on February 25. Children will have boxes to collect 
the money. This program will run through Palm Sun-
day.  
Operations - Property: HVAC, roof, and driveway is-
sues postponed until all members are present.  
Art will contact all outside groups utilizing the build-
ing to obtain updated meeting schedules, which 
rooms are used, and points of contact with phone 
numbers. 
The insurance coverage was reviewed and found to 
be adequate. 
The Oval table in Henderson Hall was broken and has 
been repaired. A request has been made to not use 
this table in the lounge when we need extra space for 
special events. The suggestion was made to use a 
folding table instead.  
Lights are frequently left on after hours. Groups will 
be contacted to remind them to turn off lights and 
ensure all doors are locked.  

 
Committee Assignments for 2023 were noted. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The March calendar was reviewed. 
 
Pastor Joe, Troy, and Kathleen attended a Treasurer’s 
training. Kathleen’s notes from the Zoom meeting 
were presented to Session.  

Kathleen Seewer, 2023 Clerk of Session  

2023 Committee Assignments 

Nominating Committee  

Congregational Life & Service 
 Diane Sondergelt 
(chair) 

Christian Education Troy Oliver 

Mission  Diane Sondergelt 

Worship Julie Brown 

Fellowship  Diane Sondergelt 

Stewardship 
Troy Oliver, co-chair 
Dixie Jenkins, co-chair 
Julie Brown 

Operations  Troy Oliver (chair) 

Property  David Sellers 

Administration  Julie Brown 

Finance  Roland Sommer (chair) 
 Troy Oliver 
David Sellers 

Personnel Troy Oliver co-chair 
Dixie Jenkins co-chair 
Roland Sommer 
David Sellers 

Other Assignments   

Clerk of Session  Kathleen Seewer 

Presbytery Commissioner Dixie Jenkins 

Boy Scout Liaison  Elaine Brown 

         FCS Transitional Living 
Program 

Linda Hartsock 

Save the Date -Blanket Party Monday March 13th 

We will be making fleece blankets for the Transi-

tional Living Mission on Monday March 13th at 

10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will be 

provided.  If you can tie a knot, you can help!  

Please bring scissors if you have them.  Come join 

the fun! Please see Linda or Diane for more info. 

Get your walking 

shoes ready! Walking 

Club resumes on Mon-

day March 20th at 

10:30 am. Location  

TBD.  Contact Julie for 

more information. 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 

OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Spring is almost here!  Not that we can complain about a really tough winter - it's actually been very nice this 
year.  However, I am ready to see the daffodils and tulips rising up from the ground - and don't tell the Prop-
erty Committee - but I am even looking forward to the dandelions!!  February was a fun month, starting off 
with SOUPer Bowl Sunday.  Your Congregational Life and Services group put out a fantastic table of food - 
Beans and Ham, Chicken Tortilla Soup, Cheesy Cornbread - and OH those wonderful Apple Crisps!  Everyone 
seemed to enjoy playing the tabletop football game and the winning team (the handbell ringers) loved their 
prizes.  The congregation and guests donated over $450 to the FISH Food Pantry with our SOUPer Bowl col-
lection.  Pastor Joe conducted a drive through Ash Wednesday Service which was well attended by not only 
our members and friends, but community members who couldn't make it to their own churches because of 
time constraints.  Gunner, Bill Arnold's dog and best friend, even received ashes.  He was thrilled (I think), 
but I'm sure he would have loved some yummy treats instead (maybe some cheese?).  Last, but not least, a 
group went to Regal Cinemas to watch the movie "Jesus Revolution" - a trip sponsored by the 
attendees of the Wednesday afternoon Cornerstone Class.  If you haven't seen it, I hear it is 
highly recommended!  As we head into Spring - more fun times will be happening in the life of 
the church.  Watch your Midweek Update and the Sunday Bulletins for upcoming events. 
~Ecclesial Mouse  

Thank You Congregation!  As 
we celebrated  “Souper Bowl 
Sunday—A Day of Caring”, 
you generously donated $446 
for FISH.  We had a very large 
group of sports and teams 
represented by wearing our 
favorite team’s spirit wear.  
We enjoyed a lunch of bean 
soup and chicken tortilla soup 
together followed by a tab-
letop football game.  “Rena’s 
Ringers” team won the foot-
ball game and took home a 
bag of snacks to enjoy as they 
watched the Super Bowl Foot-
ball game that night. 

Dear Pastor Joe, 
On behalf of Emanual Ministries, I would like to thank you for participating in the MLK Worship Experience 
and sponsoring the Wilberforce University Choir.  Your contribution truly helped to make it an amazing after-
noon for the Fairborn community. 
Words cannot express our gratefulness to you and your congregation for extending your full support in mak-
ing this event a success.  Because of your generosity we were able to provide an honorarium, transportation, 
and a home cooked meal for the Wilberforce students.  Your kindness also  made it possible for us to host 
this wonderful event. The fellowship shared with you and the other Fairborn churches was phenomenal. 
Sincerely, 
Genna L. Caldwell, Sr. Pastor Emanual Ministries 
Rod Jones, Asst. Pastor Emanuel Ministries 
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Dear Friends, 

We want to thank you for all the love and prayers 

we have received as we grieve for our 

Steve.  Also for the cards, calls, and the 

lovely flowers given by Bill Arnold. 

God bless each of you. 

Margaret Carlson and family. 

Thank you for the lovely flowers donated by Mari-
lyn Lôw and  delivered by Maryann 
Schneider for my birthday.  I have 
been enjoying their pretty colors all 
week. 
God Bless, 
Harriet Ensor 

Dear Partners in God’s Mission 
Grace and peace to you and yours through Jesus 
Christ, who makes us one. 
As you engage with Presbyterian Mission, you too get 
a glimpse of God—a vision of what God is doing 
around the world.  And so, on behalf of Presbyterian 
Mission, please allow me to express our appreciation 
to you, your pastor, session, and congregation for you 
gracious and faithful support.  Your church’s support 
changes people’s lives and helps other receive a 
glimpse of God around the world. 
You are a valued partner with your sup-
port, dedication, and partnership in fur-
thering God’s mission around the world.   
Lauren N. Rogers 
Ministry Engagement Advisor 

   Heifer International—Ending Hunger and Poverty While Caring- 

The first Sunday in Lent was the kickoff of our children’s fundraiser for Heifer  International.  Heifer Interna-

tional uses our gifts to provide animals, tools and training throughout the year to help families around the 

world transform their lives.  The children of our congregation made collection boxes and selected animals 

they would like to sponsor.  If you would like to donate your spare change (or $10s or $20s), just put it into 

one of the donation boxes our children will have after worship.  If you would like your donation recorded on 

your annual giving statement, you can write a check to the church 

(annotate Heifer International) or put cash in a pew envelope with 

your name.  Thanks for considering this worthy charity and thanks for 

encouraging our children to share their gifts.    

Donna, Dan, Richard, 

Corkie, Diane and Jan 

(taking the picture)

enjoyed food and fel-

lowship together as 

their supper club met 

at Chuy’s by the Fair-

field Mall. 

Looking for some people to help make it happen! 

Can you help us build a small box to house our very own  Little Free Library? There 
are detailed plans available on line for the project, kits available—or (even better) 
you can be creative with your very own ideas of how to build it.  We have been giv-
en a Matthew 25 Grant from the Synod for the purpose of building community with 
our neighbors. Please see Pastor Joe or Diane for more information. 

The Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization founded in 2012. Their mission is 
to be a catalyst for building community, inspiring readers, 
and expanding book access for all through a global network 
of volunteer-led Little Free Libraries.  

Adult Christian 
Education News 

The Cornerstone Class 
 meets in the Lounge 
every Wednesday at 
2:00 pm. There are 
plenty of good snacks 
to enjoy at class. 

Come join us! 
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 The 2023 Women’s Spiritual Nurture Retreat will be held April 21-23, 2023, 

Friday evening  -  Sunday morning worship, at Kirkmont Center, Zanesfield. 

The retreat will be led by the Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Nowak. 

 

Women of all ages are invited to register now for this two-day sabbath retreat, 

which will reconnect you with God’s miraculous creation, provide ideas to take 

home, and offer projects which help to restore the earth at Kirkmont Center. 

 

The Women’s Spiritual Nurture Retreat is sponsored by  Presbytery of the Mi-

ami Valley, Xenia United Presbyterian Church, The Blessing Center Collabora-

tive, and Kirkmont Center. 

 

The cost of the retreat is $200, with scholarships available.  For more infor-

mation and registration go to:    https://www.kirkmontcenter.org/events/ 

 

                           Presbytery of the Miami Valley 

                         www.miamipresbytery.org 

https://www.kirkmontcenter.org/events/
http://www.kirkmontcenter.org/events/
http://www.miamipresbytery.org
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Happy Birthday! 

Mar 13 Norm Willoughby 

 17 Joyce Burnette 

 22 Dan Kulhanek 

 26 Linda Hartsock 

 28 Christy Brewer 

 30 Paul Schneider  

Thank You from Fairborn FISH 
Fairborn FISH is deeply grateful for the overwhelm-
ing community support we have received this year.  
As our partners, your contributions have enabled us 
to minimize hunger in our community. 
FISH served 420,618 meals to 10,075 families, pro-
vided rent and utility assistance to 485 families, dis-
tributed 1,000 personal hygiene kits. FISH also dis-
tributed sleeping bags, blankets, pillows, hats, 
scarves, mittens, diapers, and baby wipes. In addi-
tion, FISH facilitated services from Greene County 
Health Dept., Family Violence Prevention Center, 
Master Gardeners of Green County, Nurse Partner-
ship Program, and Fairborn Lions Club. 
FISH consists of 55 volunteers from all walks of life.  
Your belief in Fairborn FISH has made a significant 
difference in the lives of thousands of people this 
year, giving them hope so they can envision a path 
out of poverty.  Thank you 
for continuing to support 
our mission and for chang-
ing the lives of those we 
serve together. 

Dear Pastor, Session, and Congregation at First Pres-
byterian Church, 
Kirkmont Center has received your contributions 
and we thank you! 
As we look back this year we realize that you have 
given us so much to be grateful for.  Your financial 
gift has helped improve our programming and facili-
ties for camps, retreats, and other events.  More 
people are learning about Kirkmont Center.  Grow-
ing in their relationship to God, one another, and 
the earth.  Your help makes this possible. 
We are blessed by your commitment.  Thank you. 
Be of good courage and know that you are loved. 
Sincerely, 
Sara Metzler 
Executive Director, Kirkmont Center 

Drinking from My Saucer—by John Paul Moore 

I’ve never made a fortune and it’s probably too late now. 

But I don’t worry about that much, I’m happy anyhow. 

And as I go along life’s way, I’m reaping better than I sowed. 

I’m drinking from my saucer, 'cause my cup has overflowed. 

I don’t have a lot of riches, and sometimes the going’s tough. 

But I’ve got loved ones around me, and that makes me rich enough. 

I thank God for his blessings, and the mercies He’s bestowed. 

I’m drinking from my saucer, ’cause my cup has overflowed. 

I remember times when things went wrong, and my faith wore somewhat thin. 

But all at once the dark clouds broke, and the sun peeped through again. 

So God, help me not to gripe about the tough rows that I’ve hoed. 

I’m drinking from my saucer, 'cause my cup has overflowed. 

If God gives me strength and courage when the way grows steep and rough. 

I’ll not ask for other blessings, I’m already blessed enough. 

And may I never be too busy, to help others bear their loads. 

Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer, 'cause my cup has overflowed. 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for all of your 

prayers and support as we 

work through the difficult 

process of getting Frank 

settled. Thank you so 

much for the lovely flow-

ers donated by Linda Kel-

ler and delivered by Mar-

yann Schneider.  A special 

thank you to Bob Hendrix 

who continues to help in 

so many ways. I and my 

family appreciate all of 

your support very much. 

Sincerely, 

Sara Jane Lowe 
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March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

3:30 pm 
Chancel Ringers

– Fellowship 

Hall 

2 3 4 

5 

10:15 am 

Worship with 
Communion 

6 

1:00 pm            

Hope Circle-
Lounge 

7 8 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringers

– Fellowship 

Hall 

9 10 11 

 

12 

10:15 am 

Worship 

13 

10:00 am 

Blanket Party—
Fellowship Hall 

14 15 

2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringers

– Fellowship 

Hall 

16 

2:30 pm 

Deacon’s 
Meeting– 

Board Room 

17 

Happy St.     
Patrick’s Day            

 

 

18 

19 

10:15 am 

Worship 

11:30 am 

Session Mtg 

20 

10:30 am 

Walking Club-

Location TBD 

21 22 
11:30 am 

Lunch at the Sr. 
Center 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringers
– Fellowship 

23 24 25 

26 

10:15 am 

Worship 

27 28 

Lifeline Articles 

due in office 

29 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringers

– Fellowship 

Hall 

30 31  
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Articles for next month’s Lifeline need  to be in the office by  March 28. 
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline 

in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.        
_____________ 

Please let the office  know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building  
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call. 

SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS 
A shopping list is provided for your use.  Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn 
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry.  You can leave items in the bins in the narthex.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pasta Noodles     Oatmeal     Crackers 
Pasta Sauce     Pancake Mix (add water only)  Snacks 
Ravioli (Can or individual)   Pancake Syrup     Canned Vegetables  
Soup      Poptarts     Juice 
Rice and Noodle Mixes   Nuts      Paper Towels 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)  Pudding     Toilet Paper 
Tuna and Chicken cans   Fruit cups     Shampoo/Cond. 
Vegetable Oil/Spray    Peanut Butter     Body Wash 
Cereal      Jelly      Feminine Hygiene 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
phone:  937-878-3954 

email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 10 am—2 pm 

Thursday 9 am—11 am and 1:30 pm—3:30 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 
Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Choir Director:  Shelda Cox 

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Troy Oliver, Kathleen Seewer, 

David Sellers, Kim Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com

